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Your letser of x-uor 7, 1% reguestis Ao Opine
b ed Question reads as

"Your epinion No. G- fesssd to Eonor-
able Clyde Barton, Count »ﬂ& u.. *iakler County
has eome t0 ay spftengion,

s population
of and 1% is not
in the or County and I would
1ike for y¢ . z—ou the Cemminsiocners
Cours of O DURS i to pay Constadles

A vo-. vo ia sddision to
J¥ay County has eleeted to
vuoo»voa vILisers on a selary baais.

1 3 §
n- w 3y san rexunsrate Constadles for
ckation expenses while on offieie)l dusi-
. her way besides a four sexns per aile

Asoord 0 the 1940 Federal senmus Oray Gounty
has a population 23,847 fahaditanta. Under the fasts
ssesved ia ﬂoﬂn Jetter, it A showm Shat She presinos o fi-
“nm of sail sounty are eompensatsed on an annual selary

838,
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feotion 17, Artiols 3912e, Vernon's Annotated
Civil Ttetutes provides ia part:

“"cagtion 17 (a) The term 'preoinot officers’
as used in this set xesns Justioces of the Peace
snd Coustadles

"In sll counties ia this Ttste such precinot
officers shsll continue to be coupenssted for
thelr ssrvices on a fet basis until the Cormis-
sictiers' Court shall have determined otheorwise
in scoordande with the provistons of “ection 2
of this aot,

”O...-

Seotion 2 of Artiocle 3912e, supra, provides in vart:

“The Commissioners® Court of emoh county in
the “tate of Texas, st its first reguler nesting
in January of esch ¢alendar year, shsll, by order
rade and entered in the minutea of eaid court,
deterzine whether precinct officersz cf euck county
{except pudblic weighers end roglstrsrs of vital
atatistios) shall be compensated on a salary besis
as provided for in thlis Aat, or whether thcy shall
rqoeive as thelir corponsation, suoh fees of offlice
&8 may be esrned by thex in the performsance of
the duties of thsir offices, and it shell %e the
duty of the gounty clerk of sack eounty to forwsrd
to the Comptroller of “ubliec iccounts of the “tate
of Texas on Or befores the llast &ay of Jenuary s
osrtified oopy of such order. . . " :

Subssotion (b) of Tection 17, Article 3912e, surra,
provides in part:

~In cpontisze where 1t shell heve boen deler=

wlrald that nrvaalnat APPlaave ochall ha anmnarnasntad
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in his effielin) onzh.itr for the fiseal year 193S

and aot more than exinda emount allo;td such
offiesr under lawe existing August 24, 193S8.
'I...'

Article Y899, Yernoa's Annbtltud Oivil ftatutes
provides 1a parti

" e . Whors the autoaohala or sutomobiles
are owned by the Sheriff or his éeputies, \hey
shall be owed four (A) emta for eash mile
traveled 1n She discha of offisiel dusinesns,
whieh sum shsll cover all expenses of the maine
tensncs, deprecietion, and operation of suoh suto-
modile. Suesh mileage shall reported snd paid
o the saxe manner Dreseribeéd for other allewabdble
sxpenses under the provisions of this feesion,

The ahove quoted provisions of Article 3899 speci-
fieally suthorize & county tc pay a “heriff or his deputies
four cents (4#) for each mile traveled in the disoharge of
offisial business when $ha automodile ¢r sutomodiless used by
the Cheriff or his deputies are owned b then, whea the Cheriff
and his deputies are o asated o an unaanl salery dasis.
However, s provisioca does not authorise & sounty %o pay
a Constadle is o nsated on an snnual salary basis
four oonts 14g) Lor eeoh mile Sreveled in the dischargs of
offieisl Yusiness or any other spesifis or definite amouns,

Zeotion (b) or A:tlnlu 3899, Yernon's Annctuted
Civil Etatutes, provides in pert:

"Eash offlieer named in this Ae%, where bs re-
ssives & salary es sompensation for his services,
shall b t:!o-trtl aullgtrnittod ‘¢ purehsse or
oharsp to 8 oannty ell ressonadle ¢ 6e8 DOSes~

sl coneact hlu of.Lice,

u-n dn att tll' lenﬂl. preniums on fire,

¢}=:!; shefh, ro&h. insurance :::.ottlac pude=
and inelwd tno oot of
ror Ais deputies, od Shat expenses urred
for pruniuna on offielals! Yonds for the eount

sounty eundisor, omt roed esommisalonsrs,
oounty anﬂool superintendens, a toputlol of any

;3:2ogrgo.‘:‘illt‘ibgaflgrtigglgglgld TN L T
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mmm aNOuns, a8 nsarly as possible, dy
the Somiveisears’ foure sese seth aoesd rie fae
nonth, wWee epplieasion sash of-
fieer-, stasing the xinéd, probadle amouns of ex-
:;nllturc end she nesessity for sush expenses of
s offies for mueh ensuing months, which appli-
esatica shall, bYefore Dressnsation to ssid sours,
first be endorsed Yy the eounty sudisor, if ’
octhorwise She sounty treasurer, only as $o whether
ruala.ulo available for payme % of suek expenses,

In view of %eetion (b}, Artiele 3899, as quoted
adove, 1% is our opinion tRas the sonnt{ oen legslly pay the
ntuai and negessary expenses ineurred by a Constadle for
the uss of a sutomobile used by him in she dissharge of of-
r%:::lvztziaols when the proviasions of said atatute are eome
b .

Trusting that the forsgeing fully snswers your ian-
quiry, we au_

Yours very truly

TTROVED MAR 26, 1942 ATTORHYY GYKEFAL OF TEIAD
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